EFAITH, PRAYER, REDEMPTIVE SUFFERING,
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* Spirit is immeterial being.  Being is anything that exists — an angel, a rock,
an idea (John 6:63).  Because spirit is pure quality with no finite boundaries
it affects all. We recall that the attribute of obedience distorted by original sin
affected all creation. Weather, health, patience, all of creation deviated from
obedience to God's design as a result.  Besides commonality, spirit has an
individual quality. We see that qualities of patience, self contral, love, mercy,
vary by person.  We may model spirit as a non-composite construction of
immeterial attributes.  Attributes constituting a spirit do so by will - God's will,
our will. Wl is the boundary for spirit. Events in our world are mutually
confirmed by God's sovereign judgment, justice, and mercy, the “mechanics”
of spirit, and human faith and free will.

Pregnant mothers needing help of any kind, or adoption information
please call Birthright at 1-800-550-4900, wwwy.birthright.org.
Post abortion healing, 1-877-467-3463, wwv.rachelsvineyard.org.

** Mt 10:12-13 describes the essence of constructive prayer, “As you enter
a household, wish it peace.  If worthy, your peace will remain, if not it will
retumtoyou.”  In prayer we offer our own intentions of order, according to
the quality of our own soul’'s order, patience, obedience, etc  Those of
goodwill are able to accept prayer and benefit from its real reformative
effects.  Jesus' peace could not be rejected by the storm (Mt 8:26),
inanimate miraces were simple; the faithless village (Mk 6:1-6) chose
not to accept Christ's gifts.

Contemplative prayer occurs when all faculties of the soul are in union
with God, it is a product of the Holy Spirit who indwells to the degree we are
free of self. Exercise in humility and obedience, not contemplative prayer,
will produce contemplative prayer. We may instruct good or bad action to
occur after our death (in a will for example), and it is accounted for at our
judgment earlier.  Prayers are not an exception, prayers for a deceased
person now will be accounted for at his judgment earlier.  Jesus as a
pious Jew would have prayed Qaddish—prayers for the dead.

#n 2Sam 24:10-13 King David's sin has its effect under the form of famine,
war, or disease; God gives him the choice of one.  So it continues to our
day; war, disease, catastrophe, natural disasters have their origin in
abortion, abuse, adultery, cursing, fornication, impatience, pomography,
theft..

# Does Christ's sacrifice void the need for our oan?  Our salvation is a
sharing in the very life of Christ, which only he may offer.  Paul's suffering
however may be an indirect, but decisive factor in salvation. What is
“lacking in the sacrifice of Christ”, (Col 1:24) are partakers in salvation
because of lack of faith and repentance. Paul endures moral and
mental attacks on his faith...triumphs, and faith is regenerated from doubt
allowing others to elect salvation.  Just as the effects of sin are felt by
all people, our good efforts have their effects also.

COMMUNION OF SAINTS
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## Mary mother of Jesus, holds a special place among the saints. She bore
the Son of God (she was espoused to God), as spouse she is also Queen.
As our mother, Mary cares more for us than herself, God loves his spouse
and children more than his own life.  Together these are a great conduit of
mercy and grace.  Mary even acts as prophet in her appearances
(Fatima), where she reminds humanity that God's covenant with man is still
in effect (our actions bring either blessings or chastisement according to
their conformity to God's will).  Mary, being “one flesh”, (Mt 19:5-6) with her
spouse the Holy Spirit, shares with him in the distribution of God's gifts.
From etemnity (Jer 1:5) she was chosen bride to the Holy Spirit and at no
paint could sin be a part.  Mary was free of original and personal sin
from her own conception and did not suffer the penalty of sin — death.
Jesus could have taken these rights also, but chose to take on sin instead.
Mary wes a lifelong virgin, Joseph would not violate her marriage to the
Holy Spirit.
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* We note that angels are pure spirit, (soul actually, which is spirit having
the attribute of life). Humans resemble angels in free will, intellect, etc.,
and have the additional attribute of physicality.  Our soul is a living “forn?’
which gives function and purpose to our body. A human person is a soul
to which the property of physicality has been added.  The soul is not a
composite (like our body) and cannot decompose, thus it is immortal.
Where a living human body exists there is necessarily a human soul giving it
form and life.. even in a day old human embryo.  We may know our soul
by obsenving our will, our will in tum governs our thoughts and actions.
Intellect, will, and memory are properties of our soul, (scripture tells of souls
in Heaven retaining powers of the mind). At the resurrection, our perfected
soul will necessarily give formto a glorious body not subject to the effects of
sin (God will have separated order from disorder).  The disorders of
sickness, and death no more, those who died as infants will live in mature
fulfillment of their human condition, as adults. God created from the only
thing that was not him.. nothing, (2Maccabees 7:28).  In this way we are
not pieces or extensions of God, but truly free beings.

FAITH

GRACE, SIN, SALVATION
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Christ’s atonement frees our soul of sin,
allowing the Holy Spirit to live in our soul;
we in turn share in the life of God
—this is our salvation.
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** Many times Jesus speaks of the necessity of belief for salvation...and
soitis. Acts of faith are real acts of construction and inclusion (see “faith”
back page). Christ offers us his atonement, merits, and his very self, we
include these gifts in our lives by our act of belief and faith. St. Paul
speaks of the necessity of belief in Rm 10:9-14, noting we cannot ask for,
or accept that which we have no thought or desire for.  Lack of belief
causes an entire village to forfeit God's gifts in Mk 6:5-6.  Infants incapable
of belief  receive the Holy Spirit (salvation) at baptism because they do
not “own” any sin. - Their burden of original sin is hot bound to their will and
may be taken for atonement by Christ.  “Baptism of desire” (next page),
may be offered by Christ in a similar manner.  Those with no mortal sin
(LJohn 16-17) bound to their will may accept the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit and attain salvation.
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* “Sanctifying Grace” is the gift of participation in the life of God (Christ) by

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; it is a state of salvation. “Actual grace”
(think grace of action), are virtues, (fortitude, contrition, modesty), assisting
our entry into salvation, or into a deeper sharing of God's life.

=+ This possibility for salvation may be offered to those following the “natural
moral law’ that is part of every conscience.  The apostle Paul speaks of
this interior law (natural moral law) in Rm 2:14-15, as being the standard
for judgment in the absence of Christian faith.  We may never presume
the condenmnation of anyone.  The possibility exists that a person make a
decision for Christ after signs of life cease but the will still functions.

*** \We sin when we fall to live within God's will and design for us.  Good
and evil are not reverse sides of God, evil is the absence of good. Mortal
sin is a serious sin done knowingly, willfully, deliberately and rationally, it is
an entirely willful choice not to participate in God's life.  Many of our short
comings or sins are due in part to our natural drives, weakness, emotions,
external pressures; these may be venial or non-mortal sins.  These same
venial sins may be mortal because of degree or circumstance. The apostle
John distinguishes between deadly (mortal) sin and lesser (venial) sin in
1John 16-17. To give consent to sinful thoughts is a also a serious matter
(Mt 5:28). Consider that the angels could only sin in thought; when we do
so our soul is really taking part in sin. - The unforgivable sin against the Holy
Spirit (Mt 12:24-32): The Pharisees say in effect “This man Jesus does not
act like God but like the Devil and we would not act as he does.”. The
Pharisees are defying the Holy Spirit in others and if they defy the Spirit in
themselves to the end they will have no part in God's life.  God is not
obligated to offer atonement for our sins, and it was not offered the fallen
angels, (2Pet 2:4). Thase not sinning now “participate in the divine nature”
(2Pet 1:4), unlike the Devils.
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HEAVEN, HELL, RESURRECTION
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SACRAMENTS
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We observe our soul by obsenving our actions, are we patient, moderate,
chaste, forgiving?  Motivation for spiritual growth is our greatest aid, we
call to mind the resurrection in which our state of soul will give form to our
person for all etemnity. Personal shortcomings large or small take effort to
over come, they are actually deformations of our soul (due to original sin)
giving rise to imperfect actions. The first step in spiritual advancement is
to control what we feed our soul.  Anything we consent to, good or
bad forms our soul - television, videos, websites, prayer,
patience. The soul, once free of sin may work towards freedom
from self (Mt 16:24). Self satisfaction, pity, glory, and any form of
self necessarily limits the indwelling of the God's Spirit — the Holy Sgpirit.
We no longer eat, sleep, work, enjoy, rejoice, according to our (self) will,
but God's.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
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*The apostles joined the New Testament books to the existing Old
Testament to make our present Bible. The set of Old Testament books
(scralls) used at the time of Jesus were the 46 books of the Greek language
translation called the Septuagint. It was used by the many Jews in the
Greek speaking Mediterranean region and widely used in Israel in an
Aramaic language version.  These are the Old Testament books that Jesus
taught from. The apostle Paul also used these 46 books on his missions in
Greek speaking Asia.  The 46 book Septuagint was joined to the New
Testament books as they were written to become the 73 book bible still
used by the Catholic Church, the oldest existing Bibles are of this type.
About 90AD a Hebrew language Old Testament set was assembled but
not adopted by the first century Church.
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