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* Course husband, pushy inlaws, gossiping neighbors, poverty, 
illness, demands of seven children, later fame as a prophet and 
healer.   
 
** The advise Christ gives Anna is directed towards denial of self 
(Mt 16:24).  Our salvation is not living our lives in Heaven, but 
sharing in the very life of Christ in Heaven (2Pet 1:4).   We share in 
Christ’s life by his own spirit, the Holy Spirit, who may dwell in     
our soul to the degree we are free of self.     Original sin (and all 
sin) has at its core the seeking of self interest instead of God’s.    
Any departure from the perfection of God’s design (self will) can 
only be detrimental.   Extreme self interest takes the form of mortal 
sin, but on the road to perfection, one must root out even    
legitimate self interest.   We no longer eat, sleep, enjoy according  
to our will but God’s.   Christ tells Anna that patience, faith, 
obedience, detachment, are the practice of denial of self, allowing    
a deeper indwelling of the Spirit and a deeper perfection of soul.    
Anna’s instructive biography “Wife, mother and mystic” is still in 
print, read  more,  www.freecatechism.com 

 
*** In the perfection Anna achieved, there was one will, one body, 
and it was Christ’s.   Anna shared in all of Christ’s attributes 
including the mastery over matter we call miracles, (Mk 16:17-18).    
This ability was given according to God’s will, and exercised only 
according  to  God’s  will,  which  was  now  Anna’s   will.   

 
**** Our salvation is a sharing in the very life of Christ, which only 
he may offer.    Anna’s suffering was an indirect, but decisive factor 
in salvation for others.   What is “lacking in the sacrifice of Christ”, 
(Col 1:24) are partakers in salvation because of lack of faith and 
repentance.   Paul (and Anna) suffer moral and mental 
attacks...triumph, and faith is regenerated from doubt allowing 
others to elect salvation.   Related verses:  Lk 16:25,  Mt 19:16-30,  
1Pet 2:20,   Rm 8:17,   Lk 13:6-9. 
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